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Right Honourable the 


Earl of BUTE, E 


\ 


My Leno! 


Nr a4 Us ick, HEADS, and 
wn SS CONFISCATIONS, ſays 
the petulant Mr. HEAT H- 
cor; and many other warm 
politicians inthis great metropolis. Unhappy 
times l inwhich political rage, ignorance, and 1 
__ overwhelm the kingdom like aides \ 

Moderation i is no more : all ſtrive ee 
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10 n inthe dirt 


and religion, to that deteſtable monſter, 
Party! Can publick diſputes take from us 
all regard to national character; and ſhall 
we give up that happy ſerenity of mind, 
which publick liberty can only beſtow, by 
diſturbing it with the illiberal torrent of 
partial politicks which now mw the 


nation ? 


4 


If our oublick 8 aid but ſtand 
forth with candour, and argue with impar- 
tiality and moderation, their works might 
be read at leaſt with ſome entertainment, if 


not uſe; but when we ſee, no reſpe paid 


to the higheſt perſonages, or the moſt ſa- 
ered charafters, when that writers talents 
are thought beſt, who pours out his abuſe 
in the moſt flowing quantity, What can we 
expect, but rhapſodies of nonſenſe, preju- 
dice and abſurdity; what political or com- 
mon knowledge can be expected from 


. 


matory 


lacrißee every motive of honor, — | 


(73) 


matory abuſe! How impolitick is it in theſe. 
gentlemen to deftroy the efficacy of their 
own- arguments by an ill timed warmth, 
for no man who perceives a writer violent 
in his opinions, and haſty in his conclu- 
ſions, will put much confidence in him, 
however well he writes. On the contrary, 
moderation and cool argument will never 
fail to give at leaſt a good appearance to a 
man's reafoning, it will prejudice ſenſible 
readers in his favour, and prevent his laying 
himſelf open to palpable refutation : heat 
of politicat temper is the greateſt enemy 
to truth it tempts a man to aſſert falſi- 
ties ; to conceal facts that make againſt 
him, and conſequently ſeldom or never to 
{peak above half the truth : ſtrange there- 
fore, fince this is ſo evidently the caſe; that 
ſo few political writers have the confidence 
and honeſty to oppoſe the publick ſtream. 
of clamonr, to affert the cauſe of truth 
and moderation, and boldly to refute the, 
lies, abſurdities, and contre which | 


too much abound, © 
B 2 1 


| 
; 
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bh am ** as, Fea my Lord. 
any ſuperior merit. to my labours; ſuffice 
it for me to take pattern from a few ſen- 
ſible and moderate men, who have honor- 


ed their country, by proving themſelves the 
friends of the conſtitution, our trade, and 
political intereſts, without deviating. from 
the Paths of candour, or ever ſtraying in 


the maze of party. Theſe I would hum- 
bly imitate, and if 1 can in any degree 
aſſiſt i in ſtopping t the preſent rage of po- 
litical rancour, I ſhall think myſelf ſuffi- | 
ciently ſatisfied | for any trouble I have 

taken in roy, vp theſe pages. 


The general mY of en, and 
unhappily of paſſionate abuſe, at preſent 
1s the late Preliminaries of Peace ; almoſt 
the whole town and I ſuppoſe of courle, 
the country, agree in railing at the terms, 
and vilifying the makers of them ; with 


| how, much reaſon, I leave the unprejudi- 


ced to judge; our pamphlets, our news: 
« Papels, 


(9) 
papers, our magazines, our politicians who 
harrangue m''coffee-houſes;} nay even the 
delicacy, wit, and ſmartneſs of our beàus and 
belles; are employed in abufing the peace, 


and railing at your Lordſhip; all, all are 


politicians without knowledge, and ſati- 
riſts without humour! Let me examine 
into the real merits of theſe terms, I ſhall 
conſider them as concluded by the Crown, 
but ſhall not lay them to any ute 
miniſter's door. e od wen 
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His | Majeſty, and to bi Korg be it 
ſpoken, from a tender feeling for the ſuf- 
ferings of his people, and "a knowledge 


of our: inability to ſupport fo expenſive 


and burthenſome 'a war as long às our 
enemies, was determined to take the firſt 
good opportunity of «concluding» a ſafe, 
honorable, and laſting peace, die accor- 
dingly accepted the offers of | 
proceed to a ſecond. negotiation ; ; Which 
happily proceeded to the accompliſhment 
of a * of Preliminaries, which: have 


 tince 


(6 ) 


fince been laid before the publick, Before 


I proceed to the examination of each ar- 
ticle, I think it will be for the readers ſa- 
tisfaction to give a: ſketch of pur: n 
condition. A 


. Ns 


After a long, pag, n Wee 


war, jt is no wonder that the nation is in a 
great meaſure exhauſted ; as it is moſt cer. 
tainly, notwithſtanding all the ſine but falſe. 


harrangues which have fo often iſſued from 
the preſs, and the mouths of ſo many 
orators in the houſe of Commons, on our 
proſperous ſtate, our opulence, extenſive 


commerce, and victorious arms. The exam 
= of many antient and modern ſtates 
and kingdoms might be produced to diſ- 


play the effects of prodigious riches, 


great debts, and a ſpirit of conqueſt ; | 
but I mean not to miſlead the reader by 


any parallels that may be objected to by 
criticizing politicians, and give riſe to 


warmth and altercation : our own ſituation 


will beſt prove and — my meaning. 
Con- 
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' Confiderably > uh an n and 
thirty millions in debt, our politicians, 
are for ſtill adding million to million, 

till our credit is ruined, and the purſes 
of the people drained to the laſt guinea. 
The wiſeſt men in the nation are all ſen- 
| ſible of the fatal effects which muſt in- 
evitably attend a failure of our credit. 
When the ſtring is drawn fo tight as it is at 
preſent, , no- precaution can be uſeleſs to 
preſerve the due medium, and guard 
againſt a crack: the ſpirit which a long 
train of ſucceſſes has ſpread amongſt the 
people, depends entirely upon a uniform 
flow of good fortune ; a fingle misfortune, 
an unexpected reverſe would depreſs. us at 
once: It might not fink the courage of our 
troops, but it would weaken our finews of 

ſtrength ; our ſtocks would fall, how low 
cannot be afferted, but we are acquaint- 
ed with the eſſect which even the borrow- 
ing one year's ſupplies has on them: In 
ſuch a caſe, our credit would fink, and 


the 
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the cry would then be for a pegcę on any 
terms: while out debt is of ſuch! a prodi- 


gious amount, our ſituation cannot but be 
extremely tckliſn; and no ſucceſs how-' 


ho 3 great can inſure us a com dation of 


Had we funded only to the ſum of 


fr or fifty millions, perhaps the nation 
would not be the weaker fof it, and an ad- 
dition of five or fix would not be of great 


conſequence, but when we atife to the 


enormous amount of our preſent debt; . 


every addition is of dreadful conſequence, 


and I may venture to affert, that no con- 


queſts which it is poſſible for us to make 


in another or two years, can by any 


means, ſuppoſing we retain them, tepay 
us for the increaſe of danger reſulting from 


our internal burthen. How many moti- 


ves are there for making a peace on mo- 
dcrate terms, when almoſt a breath of 
ill ſucceſs would at once overthrow the 
advantages we a Ay" and 4 Spelle war. 
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| But . yet other motives for rejoy- 
| eing at the concluſion of a peace: the bur- 
then of additional taxes, and the prodigious 

want of hands occaſioned by the war, has 
long ago made almoſt the whole country 
wiſh moſt ardently for a concluſion to their 

terrible inconveniences. Many in this ca- 

pital find their account in the war, np 

wender therefore a peace is abuſed by 
them; but our manufactories are many of 
them ruined, and others crampt for want 
of hands and high wages, a multitude of 
the moſt profitable branches of trade ha ve 
been loſt for ſeveral years; in ſhort the 
numbers that have long ſuffered through 
the continuance of the war ſurely deferve 
as much to be heard, as thoſe who gain 


by it. 


e I know it may be anſwered that had we 
a continued hoſtilities, a year or two, longer, 
we might have made acquiſitions of ſuch 
t 2 as fully to repay us for all our 
Cc loſſes 


' 
| 
| 
| 
' 
i 


K 
loſſes both at home and abroad, and for 


the increaſe of our national debt. But 
ſuch acquiſitions muſt be immenſe indeed; 
too great for us ever to expect our ene- 
mies would agree to: If we were at war 


with a free people, theſe arguments I own 
would have much more reaſon in them; 


but our enemy is an abſolute monarch who 
can avail himſelf of the laſt ſhilling in his 


ſubjects pockets and the laſt drop of their 


blood ; who can never be forced by O- 


pular clamour to conclude a peace, and 
whoſe kingdom from its vaſt extent, admi- 
rable ſituation and internal reſources can 
carry on the war for years to come, and 
overcome us by the meer continuance of 


our expences. We make war on this people 
at the prodigious expence of twenty mil- 


lions a year: let me aſk the warmeſt op- 
poſer of peaceful meaſures how many years 
he thinks this nation great and powerful as 
it is, can ſupport ſuch an annual drain? 


The 
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The court of Verſailles is not under 
the leaſt neceſſity of aiming at an offen- 
ſive war; the two laſt years they maintain- 
ed their defenſive one out of the ordi- 
nary revenue af the crown in times of 
war; from the year. 1756 they have 
never raiſed one regiment extraordinary for 
the war, but only recruited the old ones 
from their militia : that kingdom itſelf is far 
too compact and ſtrong for us to make any 
impreſſion on it; they have laid on the 
defenſive in Germany and abandoned their 
colonies to their fate, when their navy 
was ruined, in this ſituation they may re- 
main for years, and never weaken them- 
ſelves by their inactivity, half fo much as 
we by our conqueſts which we never make 
without adding millions to our deht. 


The nation has been too often abuſed | 
in the unfair repreſentations of our ene- 


my's ſtate. Mr. Pitt in the Houſe of 


Commons three years ago, after the bat · 


2 tle 


{ aa HJ 
tle of Minden which he magnified. to a 
ſecond Bleinheim with all the eloquence 
of expreſſion, aſſured us that that battle 
was the effort of deſpair, and the laſt gaſp 
of a dying power: but this power was far 


from being dead ; however the ſame ora- 


tor repeated his affertions the following 
year, and if we did not fee France breath- 
ing out her laſt gaſp, we at leaſt had our 
ears pleaſed with all the delufive charms 
of flowing eloquence : ſtill we were told 
the enemy was no more, but we have ſince 
found the vanity of theſe nations; nor 
would there be any end of liſtening to 


ſuch affertions of our enemy's ' weakneſs, 
How little reaſon had Mr. Heathcote to 
; call that power 4 ſprawling, fruggling, 


dying one. This is the language of party 
reſentment, not unprejudiced reafoning. 1 
am far from attacking ſo reſpectable a cha- 
rater as Mr. Pitt's, in the above hint, far 


be it from me to inſinuate any unjuſt ſuſ- 


picions againſt him, I only mention thoſe 


ſpeeches as miſtakes ] ſuppoſe they 


are 
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are to be conſidered as the animated ex- 
preſſions of the warmth of otatory. Ha- 
ving premiſed thus much on the ſtate of 
the two kingdoms, let me proceed to exa- 
mine the ſeveral articles of the Prelimi · 
naries, the firſt is of no n | 


ARTICLE u. 


His Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty renounces all 
pretenſions he has heretofore formed, or 
might have formed to. Nova-Scotia or Aca- 
dia in all its parts, and guaranties the whole 
of it. with all its dependencies, to the 
king of Great-Britain, Moreover his moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty, cedes and guaranties to 
his ſaid Britannick Majeſty, in full right, 
Canada, with all its dependencies, as well 
as the iſland of Cape-Breton, and all the 
other iſlands in the gulph and river of 
St. Lawrence, without reſtriction and with- 
out any liberty to depart from this ceſ- 
fion and guaranty, under any pretence, 


or to trouble Great-Britain in the poſ- 


ſeſlions 


( 


ſeſſions abovementioned. His Britannick 


Majeſty on his ſide, agrees to grant to the 


inhabitants of Canada the liberty of the Ca- 
tholick Religion. He will in conſequence 
give the moſt exact and the moſt effectual 
orders, that his new Roman Catholick ſub- 
jects may proteſs the worſhip of their re- 
ligion according to the rites of the Ro- 
man Church, as far as the laws of Great- 
Britain permit. His Britannick Majeſty 
further agrees that the French inhabitants 
or others who would have been ſubjects 
of the Moſt Chriſtian King in Canada, 
may retire in all fafety and frvedbia where- 
ever they pleaſe; and may fell their eſtates 
provided it be to his Britannick Majeſty's 
fubjects, and tranſport their effects, as well 
as their perſons without being reſtrained 
in their emigration, under any pretence 
whatever, except debts or criminal proſe- 
cutions : the term limited for this emi- 
gration being fixed to the ſpace of eighteen 


months, to be computed from the day of 


the ratification of the definitive treaty. 
This 
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Tnis article being the moſt material in the 
whole treaty, I muſt beg your Lordſhip's 
leave todwell a moment upon it. It isimpoſſi- 
ble toform a tullerable judgment of a peace, 
without conſidering the motives on which 
we went to war. The French incroached 
upon us from Canada. They had form- 
ed a well laid ſcheme againſt our colonies, 
which in time would have been fatal to 
them: the ſituation of Canada gave them 
every advantage they could with ; they 
had fortified all the paſſes in the ſtrong- 
eſt manner, they had built a vaſt chain 
of forts to ſecure the connection of their 
different territories, and annoy and cramp 
us: from Montreal their troops were 
ſpeedily conveyed to all their ſtrong poſts: 
Crown-Point, a poſt of which we for- 
merly heard ſo much, and which if the 
French had given it up, would have pre- 
vented the war, is ſituated in the midſt 
of woods and marſhes, and we found was 
for a long while able to baffle. all our 
„ 


N 6 5 
attacks. Fort Frontenac, Niagara, Fott 
du Queſne, - and twenty more. were all 
thought places of immenſe iniportance, 


but a few years ago: and had any man 


pretended to have held an argument upon 
the comparative advantages which would 


have reſulted from a conqueſt of any one 
of theſe formidable forts, or a French 
ſugar iſland, he would have been thought 
a madman. We then felt the prodigious 


inconveniencies which muſt inevitably at- 
tend their being in poſſeſſion of our 


enemy. All our North-American colo- 
nies were in the moſt immediate danger ; 
the admirable fituations which the French 


had choſe for erecting forts to annoy us, 
were ſo well calculated, that almoſt evety 


Indian nation in North-America were 


curbed and ſecured to the intereſt of 


7 France : they had thoroughly commanded 


the navigation of all the great rivers: 
the communication between all the patts 
'of their immenſe countries was open and 
free ; all their I ſecure and defended 


from 
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| 0 "i 
fron our . incurſions, 4M the Engliſh 


frontiers laid open to the ravages of the 
French Indians: and let any impartial man 
recollect the dreadful accounts we every 
day had of the condition New. England, 
New-Vork, Penſilvania, Maryland and 
Virginia were in. Let him conſult all 
the tracts of thoſe days, and remember 
on what account it was, that popular cla- 
mour then ran ſo high: all cried out on 
the imminent danger our beſt colonies 
were in; on the immediate neceſſity of 
redueing Crown Point and Fort du Queſne, 
the only two forts to which we had the 
leaſt pretenſion. After a three years War 
in America with what joy would this na- 
tion have received a peace which ceded 
thoſe two forts to us, and clearly defined 
the limits of Canada. We had then ſpent 
ſeveral- millions; yet theſe two forts were 
then thought worth their millions. The 
notions of the ſenſible part of the people in 
thoſe. days were very juſt: I remember 
often to have heard many aſſert that it 


( 18 ) 
was impoſſible we ſhould have a bad peace 


if our North-American colonies were pet- 
lech 3 


But how different is the caſe now 
Canada, which we then felt was of ſuch 
infinite conſequence, is now hardly ever 
ſpoke of: Crown- Point, Fort du Queſne, 
Frontinac and Niagara, which then occa- 
ſioned ſuch warm converſation, are now 
never named. It uſed to be perpetually 
dinned in our ears, that unleſs we tho- 
roughly ſecured our North-American co- 
lonies we ſhould be ruined ; but now ſome 


writers are ſo changed and infatuated that 


they make a doubt if Canada and all our 
colonies put together are in' value equal to 
the ſingle iſland of Guardalupe ! Such 
writers by endeavouring to prove too 
much, prove nothing. And by the extra- 
vagance of their arguments, deſtroy the 


teſtimony of their evidence. But it be- 


comes cool and unprejudiced writers to ar- 
gue in a different manner. 5 


1 


%%% ²˙—⁰Vrsãß; ad Mite. ane ̃ —éÄ ] . 


( 39 +3) 


It would be no difficult matter to prove 


that this ſingle article would have made 


the peace a good one without examining 
any other. Till the conqueſt of the ſugar 
iſlands raiſed up a great number of intereſt- 
ed advocates for them, the value of our 


North - American territories, was fully 


known; their improvement was wiſhed . 
for, and the whole nation echoed their im- 
portance, and with very good reaſon. It 
was always well known that they were the 
greateſt and ſureſt ſource of trade; the 
readieſt market for our manufactures and 
every advantage we reaped from them was 
ſo permanent that no wars, no troubles 
could deprive us of them, while we kept 
them ſacred to ourſelves. For many years 


the land in ſome of the beſt, particularly 


Penſilvania, Maryland and Virginia, has 
been in a great meaſure worn out, 5 and 
that is come to a great price, in fo 
much that all along upon the ſea coaſt 
it lets for 20, 25, 30, 35 and even to 
40 ſhillings an acre. To remedy ſuch a 

7 „ grow 
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( 
growing inconvenience, the plantets by 
degrees Temoved further in the back 


country, and there found the land rich 
and freſh, and to procure a ſufficient 


quantity for a long time and many plan- 


ters, they procured a grant, through a 
well known gentleman, for 500000 acres 


'on the banks of the Ohio, a: fine beautiful 
and fertile country well watered and con- 


venientiy ſituated. 


But the French no ſooner faw this than 
they at once perceived the immenſe con- 
ſequence of that country and our conduct: 
'alarmed at ſo advantageous a ſcheme, they 
immediately determined to pretend a right 
to the country, and drive our planters 
out of it, which they accordingly effect- 
ed. This conduct occaſioned the preſent 
war, therefore the reader is deſired to re- 
mark the French thouglit, this tract of coun- 
try well worth going to war for, although | 
we at preſent think it of no importance. 


What 
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. What 1 have afferted is not matter 
of conjecture, but fact; and our colonies 
were in ſome of their branches of agricul- 


ture going back ward for want of freſh land. 


But let me enquire into their future ſtate now, 
that not only thoſe formidable forts which 
J have mentioned above, but all Canada it- 
ſelf with its dependencies, are ceded to 
us for ever. Our colonies now will have 
land enough, and let me aſſert, one of the 
largeſt and fineſt tracts of country in the 
world, fertile to a great degree, and able 


to produce any thing, particularly Tobac- 


co, I ſpeak of that noble range of coun- 
try lying on the Ohio, both to the ſouth 
of it and to the north, quite to the lakes. 
This country the French would have 
poſſeſſed, but by the late peace, we have 
happily ſecured it to ourſelves. The tract 


on the Ohio is larger than His Majeſty's 


three kingdoms, and let me add, a much 
finer country; now it is eaſy to be conceiv- 
ed, how very ſpeedily our planters will 
ſpread themſclyes over this noble domi- 

nion, 


( 22 3 
nion, they will raiſe in it many articles for 
a Britiſh market, in exchange for our 
manufactures, and our Tobacco trade will 
be infinitely increaſed. If we conſider the 
vaſt demand for our manufactures which 


theſe prodigious acquiſitions will ſoon oc- 


caſion, the importance will be found greater 
than ſeveral Guardalupes. They will ſend 
home materials of the beſt ſort for ſhip- 


building, beſides the commodities I men- 


tioned before, in exchange for all kinds 


of Britiſh commodities. Sugar, cotton, 


and all the different articles produced in 
the Weſt-Indies employscomparatively very 
few ſeamen; that is, one hundred thou- 
ſand pounds in North-American produce, 


will employ trebble the ſhips, to the ſame 
value in Weſt-Indian, which is another 


point of very great conſequence. 


It is a well known calculation, that our 
North American plantations, have doubled 


their inhabitants every twenty five years, 
ſince Queen Elizabeth, 9 within about 
twenty 
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twenty years laſt paſt in our middle colo- 
nies, which muſt undoubtedly be owing 
to their being crampt by the French; for 

the Sonthern ones which have had no bar 
to their encreaſe, have continued it to this 
day. The effects of this treaty will ſoon 
be perceived, in the encreafe of inha- 
bitants there, for they will now have it 
in their power to ſpread themſelves in 
ſafety, over a vaſt continent; and encreaſe 
wonderfully when the Indians are cloſely 
connected to them, and the whole coun- 
try wears the face of peace and' plenty ; 
then we ſhall find our manufactures ſold. 
all over North America, and to nations 
of Indians we never heard of before ; the 
immenſe advantages which will refult to 
us, from this would beſt repay us for our 
great expences, far better than ſuch an 
iſland as Guardalupe, or any other which 
it would have been poſſible for us to re- 


4 


„ 
"ARTICLE Hi. 


e objects of France hall 55 che 
liberty of fiſhing, and drying, on a part of 
the iſland of Newfoundland; ſuch as it is 
ſpeciſied in the XIII Article of the treaty 
of Utrecht; Which article ſhall be con- 
firmed and renewed by the approaching 
definitive treaty, (except what regards the 
and of Ca pe Breton, as well as the 
other iſlands in the mouth, and in the 
gulph of St. Lawrence.) And his Britan- 
nick Majeſty conſents to leave to the Moſt 
Chriſtian King's ſubjedts, the liberty to 
fiſh in the guiph of St. Lawrence, on 
condition that the ſubjects of France do 
not exerciſe the fiſhery, but at the diſtance 
of three leagues, from all the coaſts be- 
longing g to Great Britain, as well thoſe of 
the continent as thoſe of the iſlands ſitua- 
ted in the faid -gulph of St. Lawrence. 
And as to what relates to the fiſhery. out 
of the ſaid gulph, his Moſt Chriſtian Ma- 
jeſty's — ſhall not exerciſe the fiſhery 

but 
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but at the diſtance of fifteen leagues from 


the coaſts of the iſland of Fe, 


ARTICLE FR 


he King of GreatBritain waks the if> 
Janis of St. Peter and Miquelon in full 


right. to his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty to ſerve 


as à ſhelter to the French fiſſiermen; and 
his ſaid Majeſty obliges himſelf on his royal 
word not to fortify the faid iflands, to erect 
no buildings there, but meetly for the con- 


veniency of the fiſhery; and to keep there 
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1 Ih my 1 
took no notice — the ceſſion of ge 
ton becauſe it concerned the 3d and Ath 
much more ne- rly. I may very reaſ6nably 
fay of that, what I aſſerted of Canada; 
that a few years ago it was jultly' reckoned 
of immenſe importance; but now it is. quite 
forgot: : What a prodigious conqueſt did 
we think e 6 - two ſucceflive Wars 
= . 1 2 280 7 did 
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did we put ourſelves to an immenſe ex- 
penco to take it, and by this peace it 18 
ceded for ever to us; and thereby a mortal 


blow is given to the French fiſhery: for 


it ſhould be remembered that one of the 
moſt valuable fiſheries they poſſeſſed was 
within the fifteen leagues which they are 

by the treaty prevented from fiſhing in. 
Prodigious quantities of cod was taken in 
the very harbour of Louiſbourg, and with- 
in three leagues of it, where they fiſhed 
ſecurely, nothing preventing them. But 
theſe advantages which we . have now 
gained for ourſelves, and which will make 
our own fiſhery infinitely greater than it 
was before the war, and proportionably 
lower that of the enemy, are now through 
the meer effects of party rage thought of 
little account. By theſe articles we have 
ſo crampt their fiſhery, that it will no 
more be the great nurſery of ſeamen it was 
| heretofore : I am far from aſſerting that it 
will be of no conſequence to them, but 


enly that we haye greatly curtailed - 


The 
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The French I am fully perſuaded would 
never have made a peace while we inſiſted 
on having the whole fiſhery : and I think 
J have already ſhowed how much more 
able they are to carry on a : long war 
os we, 


ARTICLE V. 


The town and port of Dunkirk ſhall be 
put into the ſtate fixed by the laſt treaty 
of Aix- la- Chapelle, and by former treaties: 
the cunette ſhall remain as it now is, pro- 
vided that the Engliſh engineers named 
by his Britannick Majeſty, and received 
at Dunkirk by order of his Moſt Chrif- 
tian Majeſty verify, that this cunette is 
only of uſe for the wholeſomeneſs of the 
air, and the health of the inhabitants. | 


This 1 article like n! others 
in the Preliminaries, has been con- 
demned by a whole party as of little 
conſequence to the nation, and not 
worth any conceſſion in return for it. 

But 


( a8 ) 
But all impartial men are of 4 different 
opinion and prize it as it really deſerves. 
1 ſhall on this occaſion quote the words 
of a political writer, whoſe teſtimony is 
undoubted. Speaking of the importance 


of this port in the Queen's war, he ſays, 


** But if we had nothing but the inſtance 
of this year's trouble and expence, in 
which no leſs than thirty of our and the 
States. General's ſhips were employed in 
watching the Dunkirk ſquadron, it would 
be ſufficient to ſhow the abſolute neceſ- 
ceſſity of keeping that port in its pre- 
ſent ſituation, and never permit the 
F rench to gain by plunder the effects 
of other people. s induſtry; neither can 
any ſlight commerce carried on there 
in time of peace, make the maritime 
powers the leaſt amends for the riſk 
they muſt run on the breaking out 
of a war, ſhould this port- ever be reſ- 
tored. I hint this the rather becauſe 
fome people have laid a great ſtreſs on 
our commerce, by means of that port 

which 
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which they would have us believe turns in 
the main more to our advantage than to 


that of the French. It is certain however 


chat ſuch as are of that opinion Have little 


acquaintance withthe maxims of the French 
government, or the attention that the pre- 
ſent French miniſtry pay to things of this 
nature; there being perhaps no nation in 
the world where nicer enquiries are made 
into whatever regards commerce *. The 
demolition of this place is of prodigious im- 
portance ; it lies but thirteen leagues from 
the South Foreland, and any eafterly wind 
which carries our ſhips down the Channel 
brings out thoſe at Dunkirk, to meet and in- 
tercept them, which during the two laſt 
wars, made it often ſuſpected, that the French 
had intelligence either from our admiralty, 
or ſecretary's office ; though very probably 


without foundation, ſince the very ſitua- 


tion of the place, furniſned the enemy 
with advantages enough; for the eaſt end 


8 Lives of the Admirals, vol. 3, o. 347% 2d. Edit, 
| of 
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of the Channel, which is ſo much ex- 
poſed to Dunkirk, is 'but ſeven leagues 
| broad, and gives them an oppartunity af 
ſeeing our ſhips from ſide to ſide. It 
clearly appears from hence, that ſix parts 
in nine of our trade from the port of Lon- 
don is freed from moſt of the hazards 
of the laſt war; and tho part of this muſt 
be expoſed when it paſſes through the 
chops, or weſtern entrance of the channel, 
yet it muſt be conſidered that it was liable 
to this alſo before, ſo that no new incon- 
venience is created; and beſides, this is 
only the South trade, ſuch ſhips as go to 
Holland, Hambro' or the North, are abſa- 
lutely free. Beſides all this, the demoli- 


tion of Dunkirk is an irretrievable blow 
to the French naval power, and even to 


their trade, eſpecially to the Weſt-Indies, 


ARTICLE VI. 


In order to re-eſtabliſh Peace on the 
moſt ſolid and laſting foundations, and to 
remove for ever every ſubject of difpute 

with 
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with regard to the limits of the Britiſh and 
French territories on the continent of Ame- 
rica : It is agreed, that, for the future the 
confines between the dominions of his Bri- 
tannick Majeſty, and thoſe of his Moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty in that part of the world 
ſhall be irrevocably fixed by a line drawn 
along the middle of the river Miſſiſſippi 
from its ſource, as far as the riyer Iberville, 
and from thence by a line drawn along 
the middle of this river, and of the lakes 
Maurepas and Pontchartrain to the fea ; 
and to this purpoſe the Moſt Chriſtian 


King cedes in full right, and guaranties 


to his Britannick Majeſty, the river and 
port of Mobile, and every thing that he 
poſſeſſes, or ought to have poſſeſſed on 
the left fide of the river Miſſiſſippi ex- 
cept the Town of New-Orleans, and the 
iſland in which it is ſituated, which ſhall 
remain to France; provided that the na- 
vigation of the river Miſſiſſippi, ſhall be 
equally free as well to the ſubjects of 
Great-Britain, as to thoſe of France in its 
8 whole 
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3 Whole breadth and length from its ſource 
to the ſea, and that part expreſaly. which is 
between the ſaid iſland of New-Orleans, and 
the right bank of that river, as well as the 
paſſage both in and out of its mouth. It 
is further ſtipulated that the veſſels belong- 
ing to the ſubjects of either nation ſhall 
not he ſtopt, viſited or ſubjected to the 
payment of any duty whatſgever. The 
ſtipulation in favour of the inhabitants of 
Canada, inſerted. in the ſecond article, 
ſhall alſo take place with regard. to the in- 
habitants of the . countries ceded by this 
article. 12006 10 . . 
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; This N deſerves the higheſt pra 
ſes t Clearneſs and perſpicuity ought to be 
the diſtinguiſhing mark. of eyery treaty of | 
peace; it has been often obſerved, and 4 
With very great reaſon, that the treaties 
of Utrecht and Aix-la-Chappelle, were 
greatly defective in not fixing the boun- 
daries between the colonies of the two na- 
tions: Mr. Pitt's negociation was alſo very 


ina- 


T 


tears) 


| adequate in this reſpect. He made the na- 
tions of Indians between our colonies and 
the river Miſſiſſippi, - the ſeparation be- 
tween the territories of the two nations; 
had this article been concluded on ſuch an 
agreement, it muſt inevitably have proved 
the occaſion of a freſh war, whenever 
the French choſe to incroach in a filent 
manner on us, which would have given 
riſe to a long ſeries of negociation concern- 
ing the limits, while they would be 
ſtrengthening: themſelves in that interme- 
diate country; juſt as they acted. the be- 
ginning of this war, when they incroach- 
ed on our back ſettlements, and pretended- 
that the country was theirs by treaty. All 
theſe conſequences are avoided by the clear 
manner in which our limits are laid down 
by the preſent treaty. . And we have 
alſo ceded to us, a moſt noble country, 
capable of producing almoſt any thing, 
from the rich fertility of the ſoil, and the 
warm ſerenity of the climate. The French 
have raiſed in it indigo, cotton, ſugar, 
ERS tobacco, 


E 


tobacco, rice, &c. &c. all commodities df 


the greateſt value, and which in time will 
prove of infinite conſequence to this na- 
tion : we may judge of the pattiality of 
thoſe men who condemn this treaty of 
peace, from their finding fault with even 
this article ; which is certainly one of the 


beſt that ever found the way into an 


Engliſh peace: 


ARTICLE VII. 


The King of Great-Britain ſhall ref. 


tore to France, the iſlands of Guadaloupe, 
of Mariegalante, of Defirade, of Marti- 


nico, and of Belle-ifle; and the fortreſſes 


of theſe iſlands ſhall be reſtored in the ſame 
condition they were in, when they were 


conquered by the Britiſh arms ; provided 


«that the term of eighteen months to be 
computed from the day of the ratifica- 
tion of the definitive treaty ſhall be grant- 
cd to his Britannick Majeſty's ſubjects who 


may haye ſettled in the ſame iſlands, and 


"other 


Po 


G 
other places reſtored to France by the de- 
finitive treaty, to ſell their eſtates, recover 
their debts, and to tranſport their effects 
as well as their perſons without being re- 
ſtrained on account of their religion, or 
under any other pretence whatſoever, ex- 
cept that of debts or of criminal proſecu- 
tions. 


Your Lordſhip will allow that this ar- 
ticle in appearance is the worſt for us 
in the whole treaty ; but that you are 
the beſt judge of: I do not ſuppoſe the 
French court would have agreed to any 
peace that did not reſtore theſe iſlands to 
them : I have proved very clearly, I think 
that if they took any ſuch determination 
on any particular article, and had ſtood 
firmly to it, we muſt either have given 
it up or continued the war » the latter 
| would undoubtedly have given the point 
in conteſt to France in the end, for there 
cannot be any doubt but ſhe would tire 
us out by protracting the war, and at laſt 

F 2 abſg- 
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abſolutely. obli ge us to accept of her terms 
to get rid of our load of expence : I ap- 
prehend this to have been. the caſe, with. 
regard to- the article before me, and that 


the miniſtry endeavoured to retain Guar- 
dalupe, but finding that the enemy would 
never make peace and cede it to us unleſs 
we were ſatisfied with it, without our 


other prodigious acquititions in America; 
they very prudently gave up Guardalupe 
rather than Canada and Louiſſiana: and as 


to their continuing the war. on this account 


it would have been madneſs to the laſt de- 


gree, when they had it in their power to 
make a very good peace without it. The 
diſputes which have been ſo long the ſub- 
je of political. eſſays, on the comparative. 
value of Canada and Guardalupe, has 
been ſtrained perhaps on both ſides undue. 


lengths, but furely no difintereſted man, 
when he reflects on the ſituation of this na- 
tion when the war broke out, can ever 
bring the iſland in compariſon to the inte- 


reſts of our Northern colonies: In point of 


ſecu- 
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fcourity' there can be no parallel, and in 
that of commercial intereſts, the conſump- 
tion of our manufactures in our Northern 
acquiſitions: will be far greater than they, 
would have been in both Martinico and 
Guardalupe: this has been undeniably pro- 
ved: as far as the fact will admit. 


ARTICLE VIII. 


1 the ds 5 2 5 Ran bo the 
Grenadines, to. Great-Britain: the neutral 
ones divided, , St, Lucia to France; and St. 
Vincent, Dominico, ang N to Great- 
Krit. 


That. your 1 may not think me 
prejudiced in favour of every article of 
this treaty, I will freely own that I ex- 
pected the iſland of St. Lucia would have 
been ceded, to us : our merchants. before 
we made our conqueſts in the Weſt-In- 
dies, were in very great want of a harbour 


in chat part of the world, that is ſecure and 
"a 


636 > 
fafe from hurricanes : in this article thero- 
fore I think any reaſonable man may regret 
that the miniſtry did not infiſt upon the 
poſſeſſion of St. Lucia, eſpecially as its 


ſituation is ſo very advantageous for us, 


both for annoying the enemy in caſe of 
a future war, and alſo for defending our 
own iſlands. This omiſſion was certain- 


1y to our diſadvantage ; indeed Mr. Pitt fell 


into the ſame error in his negociation, but 
that ſhould have been no example to the 
preſent miniſtry, However to ſpeak in 


the moſt candid manner, I cannot but 


think that the many, and great advanta- 


ges we procure by this treaty, renders it 


an exceeding good one, notwithſtanding 
this one overſight, for I don't know one 
more of any importance in the whole ; 


and this is greatly paliated by the ceſſion 


of thoſe other iſlands to us; it is a very 
oreat miſtake to imagine that the French 
ſugar trade is ſo much greater than ours; 
they export more than we to foreign coun- 


tries, but our iſlands produce as much 


very 


F 
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very near as theirs, and conſequently take 
off in return an almoſt equal quantity of 
manufactures. Mr. Heathcote's arguments 
on this point are all ſpun out on the moſt 
falſe and ſuperficial foundation. 


ARTICLE IX. 


Reſtores Goree to France and cedes 
Senegal to Great-Britain, 


I believe your Lordſhip is very ſen- 
fible that this article has been condemn- 
ed without the leaſt ſhow of reaſon : By 
it a great and valuable branch of trade, 
is thrown into our hands, and ſeveral 
articles of commerce, which before we 
were forced to take from the French; 
particularly the gum trade, which alone 
is valued commonly at £ 100,000 a year, 
but from very authentic authority I can 
aſſert it coſt us L 350,000 a year for it 
before the war. I know it has often 
been ſaid that Senegal without Goree is 

of 
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-of little value, but the very reverſe is in 
ſome degree the caſe, and this reſulting 
from the ſituation; for which reaſon Go- 
ree is not of half the value of the other 


ſettlement ; ſo equegiouſly are our politi- 
cians miſtaken. Your Lordſhip, it muſt be 
allowed, for your ſhare of the tranſaction, 
deſerves TOY cg ae for this atige. 


ARTICLE X. 


Reſtores to France the ſeveral Comp- 


toirs on the coaſts of Coromandel, Mala- 
bar, and Bengal, as they were in 1749. 


France reſtores all her conqueſts in the 


Eaſt-Indies, and engages not to erect any 
fortifications or to keep any - troops i in 


pt Fl | 


No greater care could poſſibly have 
been taken of the intereſts of the Eaſt- 
India Company, than what is done by 
this article, which none but the moſt pre- 
9 and ignorant perſons can find 

fault 


(a) 
fault with.: all the great advantages of the 
India trade are hereby ceded to Great-Bri- 
tain. . Theſe comptoirs which are te be 
reſtored to F rance, will be of little conſe- 
quence to them: the moſt confiderable 
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and the. beſt fituated. for trade are thoſe 


in Bengal, where the French engage not 
to keep any troops or erect any fortifica- 
tiorts, which is very near. the ſame, as if 
wenn trade on that coaſt was ruined ; for 


they: will veceſſaril ly lay themſelves open to 
the Invaſion and ae of the Indian Na- Te 


bobs and other powers there, which muſt 


inevitably ctamp, and render their , com- 
merce extremely precarious. How much 


better i is this article, than that in Mr. Pitt 8 
negociation, in which all the affairs of he 
Eaſt Indies were to be left to the determi- 


nation of commiſſaries appointed by the 


two companies, which would inevitably 
have turned out greatly to our difadvan- 
tage; and have given our enemy any op- 
portunity to quibble us into another War. 
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ARTICLE XI. 


Reſtores Minorca to Great-Britain. 


Strange as it may ſound, your Lordſhip 
has been much blamed for this article, 
Our politicians have ſuppoſed. of courſe 
that ſomething of immenſe importance, 
was given for this iſland. What the ceſ- 
fion was, which was immediately oppoſed 
to it, I know not, but certain I am, it is 
very well worth an important one. Since 
we have loſt it, ſome very ſuperficial 1 rea- 
ſoners have pretended that the expence 
of keeping it was greater far than the 
advantages which reſulted from the poſ- 
ſeſſion: but this is diametrically oppoſite 
to common ſenſe; when our acquiſitions 
grew ſo numerous and important that the 
nation thought there never would be an 
end to them, they began to overlook and 
forget all their old poſſeſſions, and every 
thing was then to be ſacrificed that claſh- 


ed 
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ed the leaſt with our conqueſts. | If we 
never make any other uſe of Minorca, 
than as a noble harbour for our ſhips in 
the Mediterranean, it is of very great im- 
portance to us; and well deſerving; the firſt 
care of the miniſtry ; but if future admi- 
niſtrations make the beſt uſe of this iſland, 
it might turn out infinitely to our advan- 
tage: it ſhould be made one general free 
port, and the center of our Mediterranean 
trade, if this was once done, all the com- 
mercial intereſt of the nation would at once 


feel the importance of Minorca. But 


the adminiſtration ought to have due 


praiſe rendered them, for obtaining the 
reſtitution. of an iſland which is of ſuch 
great conſequence, and AP oy made: of 
ſo much tr 2% [C1511 5 


ARTICLE xll. 


b reſtores all the 8 — 
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"ARTICLE _—__ 


E "I 40 Ka em 1: 
x 8 8 the fottreſſes: of Cle- 
ves, Weſel, and Guelders, and all the 
countries belonging to the King of Pruſſia. 
And the Britiſh. and French armies to 
evacuate the countries in their poſſeſſion, 
and to; retire into their reſpective domi- 
nions; and the two Kings engage not to 
furniſh their reſpective allies with any 


Tour Lordſhip will give me leave, on 
theſe articles to obſerve,;: that. the greateſt 
difficulty uuder which the ininiſtry labou- 
red in regard both to the conduct of the 
uur and the peacc, was the German war, 
They found the nation engaged in that.per- 
nicious connection which drained it of u p- 
wards off £76000p0p annually. With ſuch 
A terrible Mall Stone about their necks, the | 
War could not be continued, and in the 
en luſion of a peace, it muſt give riſe to 
the greateſt difficulties; the French there 
A. TL had 
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bad all along the advantage; notwithſtand- 
ing the ſhow of flaſhy ſucceſs under Duke 


Ferdinand, with which the nation was 
from time to time amufed. Here then, this 
war proved the clog, and on no other con- 
ſideration would the miniſtry ws given 
up ſo many of our acquiſitions But fure 
the getting rid of ſo prodigious a burthen, 


bought to have been a very great induce- 
ment to condude the” wür, and neceffa- 
 Hly to reſtofe many f Sur acquiſitions. 
I have ſhowed, I think; ' lfewhere, that 
they paited with as few as poſſible, con- 
_ fidering the cir mo 


es the nation is in. 
But if we: took. into Mr. Pitt's negocia- 
tion, we fhall find that the evacuation of 
theſs countries, was to have coſt that mi- 
niſter all dar Weſt- Indian acquifitions ; 


me ſtrongeſt: proof” that the German war 
muſt haye” Been attended with fuch con- 


ſequences, WhO ever had made the 
peace. ** Ot 1 11 
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FR other article, of the, greateſt, impor⸗ 


tance : if your Lordſhip turns to Bufly's ne- 
gociation, you, will find, that Mr. Pitt 
truſted i in relation to theſe two towns, to 
the F rench King s aſſerting, he never in- 
tended to keep poſſeſſion of them: far be 
it from me to inſinuate any thing againſt 
chat miniſter, but your Lordſhip muſt per- 
celye, how very differently the preſent 1 mi- 
niftry. have acted, they have. ſecured this 
point effefually, - and one of very. great 
| conſequence it is. The F rench by means 
of them extended their coaſt too formid- 
able already, along ours, and endangered 
the ſafety of Flanders, but that country is 
now ſecure ; which has formerly coſt us 


ſuch ſeas of blood and mines of gold. The 


1 5th article, my Lord, is not of conſe- 


quence, but the 16th merits obſervation. 
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ARTICLE XVI, 
The right of cutting Logwood in the 


bay of Honduras, &c. and the building 


Rong and ma gazines e, 

13 is. a 8 a de eines Et 
and which we have ſo long endeavour- 
ed, in vain to get confirmed, ceded to us 
in full right. Shame attend thoſe preju- 


diced perſons who abuſe this peace, meer- 


ly. on party accounts. I. ſuppoſe they will 
run down. the logwood trade, and infift 
on its being prejudicial to the kingdom: 2 

trade. of the higheſt importance to our ma- 


nufactures, and which Spain never till 


now would cede to us: un prejudiced men 
will find very few articles in this treaty, 
but what deſerve the greateſt commen- 


dation. 
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tion, in relation to this demahd. This ar- 


4 
Rr FOLE xn. 


E war Fd yl 
jrnfons to the Newfoundland aber). 4 


e. 


niſh, on the trade of Spain, which con- 


their right of fiſhing, and the | inmieriſe 
importance of this fiſhery ; and the court 
of Spain would never before drop the pre- 
tenſion, but always kept it up: and their 
memorial to Mr. Pitt on this; and the: Logs 
wood trade, is very well remembered :it 
remained howeyer for the preſent Miniſtry 
to aſſert the intereſt and Honor of the Na- 


ticle can be objected to by none, du 
loweſt ſcum of . politicians, 
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| tance as Florida: We have already found 


8 there, it was ſeverely r i 
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The W reſtored; far which 
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The crown ef 1 W not 13 
ceded to us any thing of ſuch great impor- 


the great-inconveniencies of this 6-2 Hf 
ſome. neighbour. to our ſouthern and weak- - 
eſt colonies; and when general. Oglethorpe 


but by this article the whole country; 
immenſe and very fine one, is ceded to us. 
From ſituation as well as produce, of infinite 
importance. to Greéat-Britain: no other ceſ- 
fion could have been of, half. the conſe- 
quence. As to thoſe Gentlemen, hd were 
for keeping Cuba, 1 think they might juſt 
as well talk of our conquering ns kee P 
* na! . 
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ARTICLE XX, 


The King of Portugal included in the 
treaty ; his dominions to be evacuated by 
the French and Spaniards, and all con- 
queſts made on him to be reſtored. 


Another article, in which not only the 
intereſt; but the honor of the nation are 
aſſerted and preſerved. When we con- 
quered the Havann:h, your Lordſhip muſt 
certainly remember, that almoſt the whole 


nation immediately ſaid, we have now 


got a depofit for Portugal.” It was juſtly 
ſuppoſed, that the Spaniards would make 
great conqueſts on that kingdom, and that 
we ſhou'd reſtore the Havannah to recover 
them ; but the miniſtry have done more, 


they have not only perfectly ſecured his 


Portugueſe Majeſty, but gained three moſt 
admirable articles beſides for the Havan- 

nah. Nor can any thing be more truly 
honorable to us than this article: weak 


and impotent as Portugal was, we have ſe- 


cured 
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cured her againſt the two moſt potent 


crowns of France and Spain: the latter of 


which could hope to indemnify herſelf no 
where elſe for her loſſes. But whatever 
excellencies we find in this treaty ; the 
party rage, which now inflames all ranks 
of men, blinds them, and makes them in 


ſpite of all ſenſe and reaſon condemn, 


what they muſt know in their hearts is 
good. I paſs, my Lord to article 24, as 


the intermediate ones are not of great im- 


portance, I ſhall only obſerve that the pe- 
riods for evacuating the conqueſts are very 


well ſpecified and reaſonably fixed, but 
they are the ſame for both French, Spa- 
niards and Engliſh. 


ARTICLE XXIV. 


Priſoners made on all parties to be reſ- 
tored. Each crown reſpeCtively to pay 
the advances for maintenance, &c. to each 
other s priſoners, 


H 2 This 


; Fs 


This article I ſhould. think very ew 


fing, becauſe never expected. We have 
laid out conſiderable ſums in cloathing 
and maintaining the French priſoners, 


which by this treaty iS to be reimburſed. 


It is a point of no very great importance, 


but "ſhows that the miniſtry in the con- 


cluſion of the peace did not forget“ che 
minnteſt maten. e e b TO ] 
" have TOY! my Lord, examined the 
moſt important articles of the treaty of 
Preliminaries: 1 have laid afide all pre- 


Judice for any party, and called for*no 
guide but candour: F think I have ſhow- 


ed that this | pence is far from being what 


„ 94 


The rage of party now runs ſo high 
Jn no merit is allowed it, a ſtrong pre- 
ſumption that they judge not in cool teaſon. 


We have made many noble acquiſit tions, 


by which our trade will be greatly en- 


. and our ſecurity ſtrengthened in 
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— == 


the 


— 


2 — . , » 4? 
r 3 


r 


- 


() 


8 1 
the ſureſt manner 84 We are now r elieved 5 


from a moſt prodigious expenſive and 
burthenſome war; which was attended 
notwithſtanding our ſucceſs, by many fatal 
conſequences 3 ; ſuch'as the ruin of many of. 
our manufactures, and the enormous en- 
creaſe of a debt, as dangerous as it 1s large: : 


the only time and juſt way of confideting 
whether a peace is a good one or not, is to 
confider the end for which a nation goes 


to war ; if that is anſwered, a peace can- 


not be a bad one : our aim I apprehend, 
'was to ſecure our American colonies ; and 
perhaps I may politically add, to clip the 
; ſpreading wings of our enemy” s "naval 
power. The firſt of theſe points we 


have effected in the fulleſt extent of tlie 
word; even to the utter extirpation of the 
French from thoſe regions, where they 


annoyed us. As to the fecond point, the 


marine of the enemy is entirely ſank, from 
formidable ſquadrons which they ſent out 
at the beginning of the war, they are now 
reduced: to a few rotten ſhips, without 

ſcamen 


Fa 


ſeamen and without ſtores, The whole | 


trade of France is ruined inſomuch, that 
ſcarce a merchant ſurvives this ſo deſtruc- 
tive war, Here then are | our ends of going 
to war fully anſwered. A nation can ſcarce 


ever expect to be indemnified for any ex- 


pences they are at, otherwiſe than by the 
ruin of their enemy. But we have great- 
ly indemnified ourſelves wi thout ſpeaking 
of the point of future ſecurity z we have 
made ſeveral noble acquiſitions, which will 
not only greatly encreaſe our trade, but 
open a vaſt demand for our manufactures. 
And befides we conclude the war with 
fullneſs of honor, while we trample our 
enemy's trade under feet, and while our 
own is in the moſt flouriſhing condition : 
their naval power ruined ; ours in its 
higheſt glory, and moſt formidable tate : 
in ſhort, whether we conſider our ſitua- 
tion as a maritime -power, a- commercial 
people, or a military nation; our evident 
ſuperiority in every point is ſecured. We 
have acted to our ally with all honor, and 


haye 


enen. 
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(5) 
have concluded a glorious peace; with- 
out dif] RY a thirſt of conqueſt, 


Thoſe who e that we ſhould 
retain all we conquered ; rendered them- 
ſelves the dupes of their own Quixote 


imaginations; I haye, I think, already 


ſhowed that France would have continued 
the war for years, and have tired us out 
by meer dint of putting us to immenſe ex- 
pences, rather than make fuch a peace. 
Nor could we demand without injuring 
our chiratter as 4 nation, ſuch extrava- 
gant terms. What would a nation defire 
more from a war,than we poſſeſs from this; 
our acknowledged ſupetiority of power, 
will deter our enemies from again treſpaſs- 
ing on our tights, they have felt too dear 
the effects of their iricroachments. Nor 
will the Spaniards be in haſte again to 


declare againſt us. This war has taught 


them the value of our friendſhip, and they 
will naturally for the future, dread a power 
that ras * them in one year ſuch fatal 

blos. 


<5) 
blows. No increafe of commerce that 
we could poſſibly expect, Would fully re- 
pay us for all our expences: could ſuch 
ihdeninifications; ever be expected, we 
ſhould much oftener be troubled with 
wars in Europe. But we are as well paid. 
as any nation ought to expect. We ſhall 
gain bythe peace a great increaſe of trade, 
in. furs, indigo, cotton, rice, ſugar,, to- 
bacco, &c. by Canada, Louiſſiana and Flo- 
rida; beſides a moſt immenſe demand for 
manufactures. We ſhall greatly encreaſe 
our cod fiſhery. - In. the; Weſt-Indies, we 
gain ſeveral, iflands ot, f--much; moxe impor- 
tance than ſome, are,pleaſed,to allow, .and. 
the advantageous: Logwood trade. On the, 
coaſt of Africa, our. trade will be prodi-. 
giouſly increaſed , in ſeveral very valuable 
articles, ſuch as gum, gold. duſt, ivory and 
flaves. In the Eaſt- Indies, our company, 
will have every advantage they can wiſh, 
in point of territory and commerce, and 
in Europe, our ally is ſecured ; Dun- 
kirk demoliſhed, and Oſtend and News, 
$3501 . port 
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port evacuated; beſides getting ene e x 
Apr, of nn cornndftions, 


Now wy us ts the i 1 recit- 
ing our advantages, IJ have mentioned only 
our increaſe of trade, &c. fince the begin- 
ning of the war. But as for France and 
Spain, I ee one article in the whole 
treat y by which they gain an inch of terri- 
tory, or twenty ſhillings worth of trade. 
I have before ſhowed how infinitely they 
have both loſt ; inſomuch that they will 
remain at the peace, in a vaſtly worſe ſi 
tuation than when they entered into the 

Where ever we have gained either 
1 or trade, they have neceſſarily 
loſt it: all the branches of our commerce 
in the moſt flouriſhing fituation, theirs ut- 
terly ruined ; ſo that they have in &ery 
quarter to raiſe a trade from a beginning, 
and both to build ſhips and make ſeamen, 
before they can ſend a dozen men of 
war to ſea. Surely this compariſon points 
out in the ſtrongeſt manner the excellen- 
er 1 cies. 


cies of the peace; and if it is ſaid, they 
will ſoon. revive their trade and naval 
power; it may be anſwered, that with fo 
many advantages over them, which we 
did not poſſeſs at the beginning of the war, 
it is our own faults if we do not preſerve 
our infinite ſuperiority : they may revive ; 
but they can never rival us to any effect: 
for every loſs they have ſuſtained, will 
OY Ms us, 


| 1 cannot conclude.. my Lord, without 
mentioning the oppoſition which is at pre- 
ſent forming to his majeſty's meaſures. 
A great perſonage of diſtinguiſhed rank, 
the Dukes of N—w— le and D--n--re, 
Mr. P—t, Mr. C—s I—n—&, 
&c. &c. with all their followers and adhe- 
rents are it ſeems in this oppofition, and 
form the heads of it. Let me aſk what 
it is they oppoſe? Do they think the 
peace a bad one! That cannot be a plea, 
it is too late now. The peace is ſigned, 
—＋ and as I have already ſhowed for the 

# honor 
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honor and intereſt of the nation: Do they 
oppoſe the raiſing the neceſſary arrears of 


the war? Such an oppoſition would be 
abſurd and cruel, they would take the 


bread from the mouths of hundreds to 
whom it is due, and to whom the faith of 
parliament is e , what then can they 
now oppoſe ? Meerly men, not 
things. It is a trial for power, and the 
leaſt that is conſidered, is the good of the 
nation. Suppofing theſe gentlemen to have 
ſucceeded and placed at the head of affairs 
themſelves, what more good will they do 
than the preſent miniſtry ? The great and 
important points of war and peace will 
be over : nothing will remain but the con- 
duct of the interior government, and the 


diſpoſal of places, &c. Thats their aim: 


the loaves and fiſhes, not his Majeſty's 
ſervice, are at ſtake : nay, nothing further 
can be at ſtake; and I think this ought 
to be a ſpeaking lefion to the nation, 
not to intereſt itſelf ſo highly in which 
party is uppermoſt ; the one has put a pe- - 
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gover ag raiſe tumults in the, nation, 
for what? — Por Private views, I 
cannot wond er, at the conduct of, their 
ing hut lucrative views. can b 
expected from him. But t I hope Ms, Pt 
who before Was S with ſuch. eclat, 
when we could not do without him, al 
not now caſt a veil oyer his former co 


* & hw 41 „*r 5 —" > £444 
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